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Central Arkansas welcomes world-class trail at two of its most loved parks
Public-private partnership between Arkansas State Parks, the City of Little Rock and the Arkansas Parks &
Recreation Foundation with philanthropic support from the Walton Family Foundation
improves access to outdoor recreation in region.

Little Rock, Ark. (Oct. 28, 2020) — Central Arkansas residents and visitors will soon gain access to
a 28-mile network of trails, including the recently opened Monument Trail system at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park and the soon to be constructed trails at River Mountain Park and Two Rivers
Park in the City of Little Rock.

This announcement follows the recent opening of 13 miles of the newest Monument Trail system,
designed and crafted at Pinnacle Mountain State Park. The work at all three parks is supported by
$2.6 million in grants from the Walton Family Foundation to the Arkansas Parks & Recreation
Foundation. These investments will produce world-class hiking, trail running and mountain biking
experiences for all to enjoy in central Arkansas.

“This project serves as a prime example of how the partnership of public and private entities can
accomplish great things for Arkansas,” said Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson. “That public-
private relationship has brought about substantial enhancements to a park that was already beloved
by so many, and that investment will be here for generations to come.”

Pinnacle Mountain State Park, which will add another 5 miles of trails in the coming months, will be
accessible to River Mountain and Two Rivers Parks through the newly improved shared lane on
Pinnacle Valley Road.

“It’s no secret tourists have come to know and love one of the most iconic resources our state has in
abundance and that is nature, on full and wondrous display,” said Stacy Hurst, secretary of the Arkansas
Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism. “Our department’s commitment to deliver this most
precious natural and cultural resource for Arkansans as well as out-of-state guests supports our state’s
economic growth and vitality. Tourism is the second largest industry in the state, with travelers spending
over $7 billion in the state in 2018 and employing nearly 68,000 Arkansans.”

The trail development at River Mountain Park and Two Rivers Park will provide a unique
opportunity for riders of all ages and skill levels to utilize more than 10 miles of world class
mountain bike trails in the heart of Little Rock. The River Mountain development will feature
numerous downhill sections, which will capitalize on over 300 feet of elevation change and will
complement a beginner’s bike skill park that will be built at Two Rivers Park.
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This is the first joint trails collaboration between the Arkansas Parks & Recreation Foundation and
the Walton Family Foundation with the City of Little Rock. However, both foundations have worked
together before on three other Monument Trails projects, which are shared-use trails that provide
world-class outdoor recreation destinations that showcase the natural iconic beauty of the state parks
they are within.

“The development of these trails serves as an invitation to experience one of our City’s greatest
features, our parks,” Little Rock Mayor Frank Scott Jr. proclaimed. “The investment and
coordination between Little Rock and Arkansas Parks and Recreation Foundation serves as a
testament to the intentional effort we’re pursuing to increase the quality of life of our residents and
visitors, and we couldn’t ask for better partners in the effort.”

“Arkansas is known for building trails that invite everyone to hop on a bike,” said Tom Walton, Walton
Family Foundation. “A new network of Little Rock trails is an opportunity for our state to rise together
as the leading mountain biking destination.”

The Arkansas Parks & Recreation Foundation is focused on improving the quality of life in our state
through incredible outdoor experiences. These projects offer opportunities for such activities and
outcomes. They magnify and highlight these unique locations to restore a sense a place and instill
pride for our fellow citizens.

“Pinnacle Mountain is truly one of a kind and the new trails there highlight the beauty of this park in
never before seen ways.” explained Suzanne Grobmyer, executive director of the Arkansas Parks &
Recreation Foundation. “As we look to our work with the City of Little Rock, we seek to expand the
diversity of experiences and establish a new sense of place within two well-loved parks.”

Click here for photos for media use.

Click here for B-Roll for media use.

About Monument Trails: The Monument Trails are destination shared-use trail systems at Arkansas
State Parks acting as access points for greater outdoor adventures. Monument Trails are world-
class mountain biking destinations that showcase the natural iconic beauty of the parks they are
within while exemplifying the highest quality in craftsmanship, innovation and sustainability while
providing a modern approach with visually unexpected architectural features and art.

About Arkansas Parks & Recreation Foundation: The Arkansas Parks & Recreation Foundation is
a 501(c)(3) non- profit organization dedicated to enhancing parks and recreational opportunities
throughout Arkansas. Outdoor recreation is a way of life in Arkansas, and the Foundation was
established to support, protect, enhance and add value to the places that provide exceptional
recreational experiences across the Natural State.

About Arkansas State Parks: Arkansas State Parks enhance the quality of life through exceptional
outdoor experiences, connections to Arkansas heritage and sound resource management. The
Arkansas State Parks are committed to providing quality recreational and educational



https://newsdatanetwork.com/little-rock-trail-announcement/
https://newsdatanetwork.com/little-rock-trail-announcement/
https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/trails/monument-trails
http://arparksfoundation.org/
https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/
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opportunities; preserving natural, historical and cultural resources; enhancing the economy; and
leading in resource conservation.

About Parks & Recreation, City of Little Rock: Turning Little Rock into a “City in a Park.” With
63 city parks and eight recreational centers, Little Rock is nestled among a profusion of open green
spaces and natural areas set aside for recreational, educational, ecological and aesthetic benefits
for the people who live and visit there.

About the Walton Family Foundation: The Walton Family Foundation is, at its core, a family-led
foundation. Three generations of the descendants of our founders, Sam and Helen Walton, and their
spouses, work together to lead the foundation and create access to opportunity for people and
communities. We work in three areas: improving K-12 education, protecting rivers and oceans and
the communities they support, and investing in our home region of Northwest Arkansas and the
Arkansas-Mississippi Delta. In 2019, the foundation awarded more than $525 million in grants in
support of these initiatives. To learn more, visit waltonfamilyfoundation.org and follow us

on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.



https://www.littlerock.gov/for-residents/parks-and-recreation/
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
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https://twitter.com/WaltonFamilyFdn
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